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Unit 1: 
An introduction to the major international aggregate (macro) 
data and survey (micro) datasets available and the range of 
themes they cover

Unit 2: 
The use of macro databases in making cross-country 
comparisons

Unit 3: 
The use of micro data in making cross-national analyses

Unit 4: 
Examples of research questions that require linked micro 
and macro data and basic approaches to the analysis of this   
linked data

Unit 5:
Multilevel models for combining international macro and  
micro dataw
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‘Countries and Citizens: Linking International Macro and Micro 
Data’ is an interactive training resource with online tutorials, 
activities, study guides and videos, which shows how to combine 
socio-economic data from country level aggregate databanks 
(macro data) with individual level survey datasets (micro data).

It comprises five units, each of which was written by a subject 
specialist and has been designed as a self-guided learning 
resource. Though specifically for postgraduates and researchers, 
it may also be of interest to undergraduates. 

The materials can be accessed at:	
	
www.esds.ac.uk/international/limmd/

ESDS International

ESDS International, a specialist data service of the Economic and 
Social Data Service (ESDS), provides the UK academic community 
with free online access to the international databanks produced 
by intergovernmental organisations such as the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. The service also helps users locate 
and acquire international survey datasets such as the European 
Social Survey and Eurobarometer.

The ‘Countries and Citizens’ e-learning materials were funded 
as part of the ESRC’s Researcher Development Initiative and 
are designed to promote increased and more effective use of 
international data in comparative research.


