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ESDS International has added to its

selection of 'Case studies of

international data use' a very topical

study - 'Comparing Early Warning

Systems for Banking Crises'.

The author, Dilruba Karim, makes a case
that despite the extensive literature on
prediction of banking crises by Early
Warning Systems (EWS), their practical use
by policymakers is limited, even in the
international financial institutions. She states
that in today's global economy the use of
EWS for informing policies aimed at
preventing crises are more necessary than
ever and goes on to assess different
approaches for both global and country

specific EWS. The case study uses the
IMF's International Financial Statistics and
the World Bank•s World Development
Indicators - both obtained from ESDS.

Further details on this and other case
studies can be gained by visiting the web
site, via which new suggested case studies
can be submitted (the author of each case
study published will receive a £50 Amazon
voucher). The current selection also
includes a study on the relationship between
public attitudes and public knowledge about
science, a piece investigating the changing
sources of finance for development, a
research project exploring low emission
energy scenarios for Europe and an
examination of European identity and
attitudes to the EU. 

As well as highlighting the diverse use of
international data in research and teaching,
these case studies allow ESDS International
users to showcase their work and enable
others in the international data community to
see interesting examples of current
research.

www.esds.ac.uk/international/casestudies/ 

Comparing Early Warning Systems
for Banking Crises
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Promoting and supporting the use of social 

In September Bob Erens, Director
of the Survey Methods Unit at the
National Centre for Social Research
(NatCen) visited Louise Corti and
Melanie Wright to discuss closer
collaboration between UKDA and
NatCen.

NatCen is the UK's largest non-profit
making social research institute. It was
founded in 1969 as Social and Community
Planning and Research (SCPR) by Professor
Roger Jowell and Gerald Hoinville. Its aim is
to carry out rigorous social policy and
academic research. It has over 350 staff,
including around 130 researchers, and a
national fieldforce of 1,200 interviewers and
200 nurses. As well as a large Quantitative
Research Department, there is a specialist
Survey Methods Unit which provides advice
on questionnaire design and on statistical
and sampling issues, as well as carrying out
original methodological research. 

The Qualitative Research Unit carries out
investigative research that mainly uses 

in-depth interviews and group discussions.
In 2006, NatCen Learning was set up to
offer formal training and to facilitate
workshops to external researchers as well
as offering tailored training, advice and
guidance around specific research issues to
organisations and individuals. It has offices
in London, Brentwood and Edinburgh
(ScotCen). 

Natcen has previously deposited 238
surveys in the UKDA collection, and
contributed to some 125 more. High profile
datasets include the British Social Attitudes
Survey (BSA) survey series and the Health
Survey for England (HSE) series. Given this
large scale commitment to archiving, NatCen
are keen to work with UKDA to help promote
this data. 

The next few months will see the two
centres collaborating on a number of matters:
enabling the deposit of more data, including
the possibility of qualitative data; greater
visibility of the others' centres on their web
sites; the possibility of staff exchanges or
secondments between NatCen and UKDA;
and shared promotional activities to
encourage use of some of the lesser-used
datasets. There are plans to hold a joint
workshop next year on preparing data for
archiving aimed at government researchers.

www.natcen.ac.uk 

New advanced searching is now
available on both the UKDA and
ESDS web sites. 

The old Data Catalogue search has been
replaced with a simple Basic Search which
now combines the various field-based
searches into a single search across all
fields of the Study Description. The field-
based searches (i.e. title, name, geography,
keyword, date, publications and study
number) which were previously available in
the Data Catalogue have all moved to the
Advanced Search where they can be
combined using the standard Boolean
operators AND, OR and NOT.

The new Advanced Search facility will
allow a more detailed interrogation of the
UKDA's holdings and will allow users to find
datasets more efficiently. Complex searches
such as looking for non-attitude surveys
carried out in the last 10 years on the elderly

in Scotland can now be framed easily
through the Advanced Search interface. The
resulting hit list will be displayed in 10
datasets per page format but can be
grouped to be displayed as a single,
scrollable, expandable list.

The separate variable search is being
retained in the Basic Search for the
immediate future but it is planned that this
will become part of the Advanced search at
a later stage.

Each ESDS support service, Government,
Longitudinal, International and Qualidata,
has its own tailored interface to best suit the
needs of their specific users.

The ability to combine search fields in this
way has been achieved by adopting the
open source Lucene search engine.
Feedback on this present version should
lead to further improvements that, along with
the extra functionality of nested searches,

bookmarking and user-defined preferences,
should form part of the next release,
planned for 2009.

Email feedback@esds.ac.uk with
comments or suggestions. 

Working closer with NatCen Health and Social
Care Survey

Earlier this year the National
Health Service (NHS) Information
Centre (IC) reviewed its health and
social care survey programme. 

The review process was overseen by a
dedicated Survey Review Board with
membership drawn from the Department of
Health, Government Regional Offices,
Office for National Statistics, Public Health
Observatories, and universities. As part of
the review the IC invited responses to a
consultation on the future of its survey
programme. The report on the outcome of
the Survey Programme Consultation is
available online.

The Survey Programme Review Board
has now evolved into the Survey
Programme Advisory Group (SPAG) and is
continuing the work to develop the NHS IC's
Survey Programme. The group has two
roles: to explore issues relating to the survey
programme as a whole, and to address
issues around the design, specification and
procurement of future surveys.

To receive regular updates on the NHS IC
Survey Programme join the Virtual User
Forum by sending an email to
surveys.querys@ic.nhs.uk 

Advancing Resource Discovery



ESDS International's
CommonGIS data exploration and
visualisation interface to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)'s
World Economic Outlook (WEO)
has now been updated with 2007
data downloaded from the April
2008 edition of the WEO. 

CommonGIS is an interactive web-based
geographical information system which
provides standard GIS functionality and can
be used as a tool for visualisation and
exploratory analysis based on
geographically referenced statistical data.

The World Economic Outlook database
contains selected macroeconomic data
series from the statistical appendix of the
World Economic Outlook report, which
presents the IMF staff's analysis and
projections of economic developments at
the global level, in major country groups and
in many individual countries. ESDS
International•s CommonGIS interface allows
users to visualise a selection of WEO
attributes across the globe, such as: current

account balance; GDP per capita; inflation
consumer prices; and population.

The CommonGIS interface to the IMF
WEO 2008 is hosted by Intute: Science,
Engineering and Technology. Access is free
to all - the only requirement is a Java-
enabled web browser.

www.esds.ac.uk/international/
resources/commonGIS.asp
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science data in research and teaching

CommonGIS 1998-2002: Boundary data: Copyright ESRI 2004

Growing older
As a society we are growing

older. As life expectancy increases,
so does the need to understand the
lives the elderly lead. While much
work in this field concentrates on
women, a new study released by
ESDS Qualidata takes a specific
look at elderly men.

SN 6011 Older Men: their Social Worlds
and Healthy Lifestyles, 1999-2002,
deposited by Professor Sara Arber of the
University of Surrey, analyses how gender
roles and relationships influence the quality
of life of older men, particularly those who
live alone. It investigates the quality of life,
kin and friendship relationships of older
divorced and never married men while
examining how the loss of a marital partner
through widowhood or divorce differently
affects social relationships and health-
related behaviour.

After conducting semi-structured
interviews with 85 men over the age of 65 in
the Guildford area, the study claims the
involvement of older men in organisational
activity is linked to social class, clubs
geared specifically for older people are
largely rejected, married men have larger,
stable social networks, and while they often
chat to neighbours, they do not necessarily
give or reciprocate favours. Finally, married
men have the healthiest behaviour although
older men see going to the doctor as a sign
of weakness, admitting postponing making
an appointment until they are very sick. 

The ESRC has funded the
development and implementation
of a new Secure Data Service
(SDS). 

The service will build on the work of the
ESDS and the ESRC Census Programme
which already provide access and support
to an extensive range of key economic and
social data. By providing access to and
supporting the use of such data, these data
services, along with other similar services,
help to ensure that high quality data are
available to inform and address future UK
social research and policy priorities. 

The SDS is provided by the UK Data
Archive (UKDA). Building on the success of
existing secure access services, such as the
Office for National Statistics Virtual
Microdata Laboratory, and the NORC Secure
Data Enclave, the SDS will permit approved
members of the research community access
to tightly controlled and securely stored low-
level data, which will help to inform research

into some of the most complex social
challenges facing the UK. The researchers
will not be allowed to remove data from the
SDS but the Service will enable analysis of
data within a secure and safe setting. The
system will employ robust security
technology analogous to that used by
financial institutions and the military, with all
of the necessary safeguards and checks to
ensure that data are held, accessed, and
handled safely and securely. 

Secure Data Service

IMF World Economic Outlook
CommonGIS updated 




