


























Emerging themes: Constraint 1

= Failure: in exams, e.g. ‘half the O’levels hoped for’,
at interviews, in availability of work

* Inadequacy: ‘not good enough’ (M48); wanted to
live in Italy ‘but that was asking for too much’ (M56);
‘this [cleaning work] was all | was fit for’ (M75); ‘had
to settle for second best’ (F104)

= Gratitude: finding a job as ‘one of the most pleasing
moments in my life’ (M1); ‘jobs were scarce so you
had to take what you can get’ (M30); life ‘not one of
sheer tragic disaster’ (F97)

= Bourdieu and amor fati: Durkheim and satisfaction
relative to expectations



Emerging themes: Constraint 2

= Entrapment: By the age of 33, rebel had died - ‘like my
father was at that age and probably his father before
him’; wife liked upward mobility ‘even though it didn’t
make me happy’ (M4); for the next 40 years | did the
same thing’ (M22); ‘Went on then dole with thousands of
other people’ (M16)

* Endurance: ‘Grin and bear it’; ‘learn to like it' (M2);
retirement as ‘tedious’ (M1); ‘it was a matter of keeping a
job’ (M33)

= Body as expression of life’s limits: legs amputated
(M21); rheumatism (M29); ‘cripple’ (M30); car crash
(M33); 2 broken legs (M61) — women refer to accidents
of male partners, esp in cars (F96, F99, F117, F119)



Multi-voiced texts

Internal conversations and external
expressions of reflexive imaginings

Other people’s aspirations for the author

Family sayings/community wisdom as
resources for sense-making

Examples: ‘settling down’; “fell for baby’; re
money ‘it might not seem much to you but
it got me by’ (M33)



The (im)possibility of life projects

= Significant proportion of essays are
apparent ‘nonsense’

» Future as extended present (Brannen and
Nilsen, 2002)

* Fragmented reflexivities? (Archer, 2007)

= Examples: ‘at 40, | can safely say my life
had ended’ (M4); story stops at age 30
(M12); same job all life (M39); ‘by 50 | was
old’ (F129)



Ongoing research

= New essays currently being collected (ca 70 so far)
— collaboration with Academy - formal process of
consent from teachers and students

= Under broadly similar conditions to 1978 ones
= Context of recession
= But earlier in academic year
= More explicit wording/instructions to teachers

= Both data sets coded and analysed
quantitatively

= Starting point for other forms of expressions,
especially using the visual and everyday
technologies
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