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Data copyright, rights management and the use of existing data resources

Scenario I:  Data which are purchased under Licence

A research institute has created an integrated spatial dataset of social and environmental conditions in rural areas, containing socio-economic and environmental characteristics of all rural Census 2001 Super Output Areas (SOA).  The dataset is freely available online as an MS access database and can be downloaded together with accompanying metadata and documentation files.  A corresponding SOA shapefile with the boundaries of all Super Output Areas has been created by ONS and can be requested for free from ONS.  The SOA shapefile is Crown copyright.  

Can the institute include the SOA shapefile on their website for download alongside the dataset, providing Crown copyright is specifically acknowledged?
Scenario II: Interviews with Company Directors 

A researcher has interviewed Company Directors about their careers and produced audio recordings and full transcripts.  The researcher analyses the data and offers it to the UKDA.  The researcher did not get signed copyright transfers for the interviewees’ words. What are the rights issues surrounding this offer of data?
Scenario III: Transcription from a printed work into a spreadsheet

A researcher has copied a series of statistical information from a printed work into a spreadsheet.  The transcription is a direct copy with minimal alterations.  The book is in copyright.  What are the rights issues surrounding this work?
Scenario IV: Data obtained from the UKDA

A researcher has used the British Crime Survey (BCS) data from the UKDA.  The BCS is carried out by the Home Office and the data are Crown copyright.  The researcher has processed the data looking at the perception of Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships across Police Force Areas.  The depositor would like to archive the resulting data.  Can the UKDA accept these data into the collection?
Scenario V: Media Sources

A researcher has collated articles about a public figure from the Guardian News and Media site.  The information has been transcribed and copied by the researcher into a database to enable content analysis.  The researcher offers the database with the original transcribed text for deposit. Can the UKDA accept these data into the collection?
Data copyright, rights management and the use of existing data resources

ANSWERS

Scenario I:  Data which are purchased under Licence

Rights Issue:  Although the SOA shapefile is available for free from ONS, this does not mean that the dataset can be passed onto any other person by a user.  The SOA shapefile user guide states that “if  SOA are transferred to third parties;  they must have signed the same licence agreement with ONS”.  The institute can inform users that an SOA shapefile which complements the dataset is available from ONS.
Scenario II: Interviews with Company Directors and Bank Managers
Rights Issue:  In this case it would be problematic for a data centre to accept the data.  Large extracts of the data cannot be quoted by secondary users.  To do so would breach the interviewees’ copyright over their words.  This is equally problematic for the primary researcher.  The researcher should have asked for transfer of copyright or a licence to use the data obtained through interviews.  At some stage the interviewee may wish to assert the right over their words, especially if they wish to publish memoirs.
Scenario III: Transcription from a printed work into a spreadsheet

Rights Issue: The researcher should technically have cleared copyright before transcription.  If the work is for personal use only this can probably be disregarded but if the newly constructed dataset is to be archived and disseminated, copyright clearance will need to be gained from the copyright holder.
Scenario IV: Data obtained from the UKDA

Rights Issue: There is joint copyright over the processed data, shared between the researcher and the Crown.  The researcher should declare this joint copyright for their data and requires no further permission from the Crown.  The UKDA End User Licence, which the researcher agrees to when obtaining data from the UKDA, specifically asks to “offer for deposit any new data collections derived from the data supplied or created by the combination of the data supplied with other data”.  The UKDA can archive the processed data with a joint copyright declaration.
Scenario V: Media Sources

Rights Issue: Researchers cannot share these data sources as they do not have copyright in the original materials.  UKDA cannot accept these data; to do so would breach copyright.
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