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1.1. Metadata & Reference 

This section deals with the contents of the statistical database reference tables. These tables contain the 
names and descriptions of commodities and countries and their associated codes. The Database 
Dissemination Model document gives concrete details on these topics. 

The Metadata1 & Reference links are as follows: 

 
Figure 1: the Metadata & Reference links 

1.1.1. Commodity List 

Clicking the ‘Commodity list’ entry displays the list of all the registered commodities, nodes or leaves, sorted 
according to their classification code. The classification can be changed. The picture below is the top part of 
this list: 

 
Figure 2: commodity list for classification HS1996 (partial view) 
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1 A metadata item describes a data item 
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Clicking a node commodity code expands it to its lower level, and so on, until a leaf code is reached, as 
illustrated below: 

 
Figure 3: expanding the 02 node and its descendant(s) 

Data Availability and Snapshot links have already been described.  

1.1.2. Country List 

‘Country list’ is the second entry in the Metadata & Reference menu: 

 
Figure 4: Country list – all countries selected (partial view) 

We see the ISO country codes and data collection year range for each country. A country selection can be 
achieved through a first-letter list. 
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The first three links have already been described with the Query processor they use. The ITC2 Country Profile 
entry is particularly interesting: 

 
Figure 5: ITC country information (Bahrain selected here) 

The links in this interface display economic data in PDF (Adobe) or Excel format; for instance: 

 
Figure 6: ITC country information for Bahrain - National Import Profile selected (partial view) 

We won’t discuss this ITC interface to any longer extent, for it is not directly related to the Joint System 
application. 
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2 International Trade Centre 
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The last link in the Country list is Trade Compilation. Clicking it in a country record (see fig. 86) brings up the 
following interface: 

 
Figure 7: Trade Compilation for Azerbaijan (partial view) 

This form is essentially a country report on national compilation and reporting practices in international 
merchandise trade statistics. It lists the answers to a series of 156 questions sent to countries, asking them: 

• what they include in trade statistics (e.g., postal items, products mined from the seabed…), 
• which trade system they use (general, special),  
• which classification system they use (e.g., SITC, HS),  
• what sources they use (e.g., customs declarations),  
• how quickly they report their data, … 

For 52 of the 156 questions there is a UN recommendation on what countries should do.  

When an answer doesn’t comply with the corresponding UN recommendation (if any), it appears in red and is 
flagged with a question mark (?), like entry 10. above. A non-complying answer can be YES or NO. Complying 
answers appear in blue. Answers to questions that haven’t a UN recommendation appear in grey.  

The Trade compilation form also includes links to publications, explanatory texts and specific statistical 
reports. These topics are considered beyond the scope of this Manual. 
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1.1.3. Explanatory Notes 

Clicking this entry brings up the following form: 

 
Figure 8: Explanatory Notes – all countries selected (partial view) 

The View Description link gives the same results as the Country list entry –for the associated country only. 
Clicking a year in a country entry brings up the already met detailed report: 

 
Figure 9: detailed Explanatory Note for Azerbaijan 
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1.1.4. Glossary 

This menu entry displays a general glossary of terms used in the Joint System application. The picture below 
reproduces the first entries in this glossary: 

 
Figure 10: general application glossary (partial view) 
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An interesting entry in this glossary is the list of quantity codes:  

 
Figure 11: list of quantity codes in the glossary 

We met these codes in a variety of reports. 
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As usual, a first-letter selection can be carried out. 
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