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1.1. Data Availability 

While the data Query section explains how to retrieve information on commodities (e.g., quantities in terms of 
trade value, mass or number of items exported), the Data Availability section deals with the amount of data 
records collected for a given selection, whatever type they are. 

Several interfaces provide the User with data availability results, for instance the already discussed Comtrade 
Explorer. 

The Data Availability functions are activated through the links below: 

 
Figure 1: Data availability function in the main interface 

1.1.1. Interactive 

The Interactive interface is reproduced below, with a selection already carried out: 

 
Figure 2: Data Availability Interactive interface – selection in effect 

The comments in the form itself explain the role of each field. The values between parentheses are the 
number of records collected for the selected classification. 
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Clicking ‘Go to Comtrade Explorer’ brings up the usual reporting interface (see above) with a graph display: 
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1.1.2. In Graph 

The ‘In Graph’ interface is reproduced below, with a selection already carried out: 

  
Figure 4: ‘In Graph’ results 

The filter part of the interface makes it possible to select the reporting country, commodity codes and years. 
Two bars at the top and bottom of the filter area allow the User to select a year range and a geographic entity 
(e.g., European Union), instead of a country and one or more years. The Lookup links brings an already met 
interface that makes it possible to select commodities by their names instead of their codes, or to select 
standard Favorites. 

In this interface, the results are contained in the same form as the filter values, and displayed as a bar chart. 
All the classification types are used and appear with different colors. Moving the mouse cursor over a bar 
displays the real number of data records, like exemplified above.  
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Double-clicking a bar (here, the first one) details the data records selected in the familiar Basic Query report 
form: 

 

 
Figure 5: the data records selected from the In Graph interface (partial) 

Refer to fig. 44 in the Basic Selection section for comments on this report. 
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1.1.3. Reporters 

This function allows Users to filter the data records by Reporters (i.e. statistics provider countries) and year. 
The commodity classification is also used. 

The Reporters interface – with country names beginning by Z – is reproduced below:  

 
Figure 6: Reporter countries by year and classification codes 

As usual, clicking an underlined year displays detailed information on the data records provided this year. The 
Basic Query processor is used. 
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Clicking View Description under a country name brings up information data on the selected country with links 
to other reporting interfaces, some of which we already met: 

 
Figure 7: Reporter interface – information on country 

1.1.4. Commodities 

This processor makes it possible to filter the provided data records by Commodities. Commodities are 
selected from a tree-structured list we already described in the Basic Selection section: 

 
Figure 8: commodity selection – food is the main selection – two items selected 

Once the nodes or leaves are selected, clicking Add stores them in the Selected Items frame. 
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Clicking Continue displays the query results: 

 
Figure 9: commodities – report for two selected items – Data Availability 

Clicking View description brings up the Commodity List interface; clicking Snapshot leads to the Comtrade 
Explorer Snapshot form. 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Again, clicking a highlighted year leads to the Basic Query reporting form: 

 
Figure 10: report on specific year for selected commodities – Data Availability 
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1.1.5. Year 

The Year processor makes it possible to get data availability information by year and country, as illustrated 
below: 

 
Figure 11: Year reporting for Data Availability 

The following points should be noted: 

• Clicking View Snapshot displays the already met Comtrade Explorer snapshot. 
• Clicking an underlined country brings up a Basic Query report. 
• Moving the mouse cursor over a country displays the number of records collected for the current 

selection. 
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1.1.6. By Date of Loading 

The ‘By Date of Loading’ entry makes it possible to get data availability information by record upload date, as 
illustrated below: 

 
Figure 12: selection by record upload date – Data Availability – ‘one month ago’ 

In this example, the only filter parameter is the upload date, and it is set to ‘1 month ago’. The picture below 
shows the possible values: 

 
Figure 13: possible values for date selection 

As usual, clicking an underlined country allows Users to get trade details on it.  
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