ONS Opinions Survey (formerly the ONS Omnibus Survey)

1. Some statistics on the use of the Omnibus Survey (OS)

Although the Opinions Survey (OS) is slightly less popular than some of the other ONS surveys it is still a heavily used source of data. In 2010 there were 619 downloads of the OS and 476 online uses of the survey through the Nesstar system.
Table 1: Number of datasets supplied to users by the Economic and Social Data Service at the UK Data Archive from January 2010 – December 2010 inclusive

	
	Total downloads*
	Nesstar activity

	Opinion Survey/ Omnibus Survey
	619
	476

	Labour Force Survey/APS
	15,866
	10,994

	Living Costs and Food Survey/Expenditure and Food Survey
	1,059


	1,230

	Family Resources Survey
	1,084
	n/a

	General Lifestyle Survey / GHS
	1,564
	1,534

	TOTAL
	20192
	14234


*2010  LFS figures include 855 downloads of the Annual Population Survey

2. How is the OS used?

The projects listed in Table 2 below exemplify some of the uses of the OS in 2010. They are drawn from a longer list at http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/omnibus/usage/. The OS is used by a range of academics for a multitude of purposes. 

Table 2: Examples of research uses of the OS in 2010

	Research theme
	Researcher
	Institution

	Exploring walking and cycling behaviour in Scotland 
	Dr Yusak Susilo
	University of the West of England 

	Internet penetration
	Professor Raymond Duch
	University of Oxford 

	Sustainable Practices Analysis 
	Dr Ben Anderson
	University of Essex

	Cancer Awareness Measure 
	Dr John Quinn
	University of Liverpool

	Teenagers' body modifications 
	Dr Rossella Ghigi
	University of London

	Scalability of self-report measures 
	Dr Matthew Hankins
	University of Sussex


Recent publications based on the OS

The OS is regularly used in publications in high quality peer-reviewed journals often with international audiences. A selection of recent publications based on the OS is given below:

Adams, J. (2010) Prevalence and socio-demographic correlates of “active transport” in the UK: Analysis of the UK time use survey 2005. Preventive Mediciene. 50(4): 199-203.

Boyle R, O'Hagan AH, Donnelly D, Donnelly C, Gordon S, McElwee G, Gavin A.(2010) Trends in reported sun bed use, sunburn, and sun care knowledge and attitudes in a U.K. region: results of a survey of the Northern Ireland population. British Journal of Dermatology. 163(6):1269 – 75

Durrant, G. B., Groves, R. M., Staetsky, L., Steele, F. (2010) Effects of Interviewer Attitudes and Behaviors on Refusal in Household Surveys. Public Opinion Quarterly 74(1): 1-36.

Micklewright, J., Schnepf, S. V. (2010) How reliable are income data collected with a single question? Journal of the Royal Statistical Society: Series A (Statistics in Society). 173(2): 409-429.

van Heerde, Jennifer; Hudson, David (2010) The Righteous Considereth the Cause of the Poor? Public Attitudes towards Poverty in Developing Countries Political Studies. 58(3):389 - 409

