General Lifestyle Survey (formerly the General Household Survey)

1. Some statistics on the use of the General Lifestyle Survey (GLF)

The General Lifestyle Survey (GLF), successor of the long running General Household Survey (GHS) continues to be an important survey for social research. The GLF/GHS datasets were downloaded 1,564 times in 2010 with 1,534 cases of online use through the Nesstar system. The GLF remains one of the most heavily used Government surveys. 

Table 1: Number of datasets supplied to users by the Economic and Social Data Service at the UK Data Archive from January 2010 – December 2010 inclusive

	
	Total downloads*
	Nesstar activity

	General Lifestyle Survey / General Household Survey
	1,564
	1,534

	Labour Force Survey/APS
	15,866
	10,994

	Living Costs and Food Survey/Expenditure and Food Survey
	1,059


	1,230

	Family Resources Survey
	1,084
	n/a

	Opinion Survey/ Omnibus Survey
	619
	476

	TOTAL
	20192
	14234


*2010  LFS figures include 855 downloads of the Annual Population Survey

2. How is the GLF used?

The projects listed in table 2 below exemplify some of the uses of the GLF in 2010. They are drawn from a longer list at http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/ghs/usage/. The GLF is used by academics, policymakers, teachers and students for a multitude of purposes and importantly is considered the principal source of data on tobacco smoking behaviour for Great Britain.

Table 2: Examples of research uses of the GLF/GHS in 2010

	Research theme
	Researcher
	Institution

	Demographic, socio-demographic and personal correlates of tobacco smoking
	Professor Martin Jarvis
	University College London – Epidemiology and Public Health

	Flood risk awareness 
	Dr Jane Fielding 
	University of Surrey 

	Gendered geographies of alcohol consumption in contemporary England
	Dr Nicola Shelton
	University College London

	Generational Accounts
	Dr James Sefton 
	Imperial College London 

	Low income communities in London vs. national survey populations in the UK 
	Dr Gemma Phillips
	University of East London 

	Proportion of children living with substance misusing parents 
	Dr Victoria Manning 
	King's College London 

	Creative industries - PUSH area 
	Dr Caroline Chapain
	University of Birmingham


Recent publications based on the GLF
The GLF/GHS is regularly used in publications in high quality peer-reviewed journals often with international audiences. A selection of publications based on the GLS/GHS is given below:

Devereux, Paul J.; Hart, Robert A. (2010) Forced to be Rich? Returns to Compulsory Schooling in Britain Economic Journal. 120(549): 1345 - 1364 2010 

Durrant, G. B., Groves, R. M., Staetsky, L., Steele, F. (2010) Effects of Interviewer Attitudes and Behaviors on Refusal in Household Surveys. Public Opinion Quarterly 74(1): 1-36.

Ho, Paul H. K. (2010) Forecasting Construction Manpower Demand by Gray Model Journal of Construction Engineering and Management. 136(12) 1299 - 1305

Jit, M., Aveyard, P., Barton, P., Meads, A. (2010) Predicting the life-time benefit of school-based smoking prevention programmes. Addiction 105(6): 1109 - 1116

Lancashire, E. R.; Frobisher, C.; Reulen, R. C.; Winter, D. L.; Glaser, A.; Hawkins, M. M. (2010) Educational Attainment Among Adult Survivors of Childhood Cancer in Great Britain: A Population-Based Cohort Study Journal of  the National Cancer Institute. 102(4): 254 - 270

Purshouse, Robin C, Meier, Petra S, Brennan, Alan, Taylor, Karl B, Rafia, Rachid  Estimated effect of alcohol pricing policies on health and health economic outcomes in England: an epidemiological model. Lancet. 375(9723): 1355 - 64

Other key outputs

The GLF user meeting is held annually and continues to provide a vibrant forum for data users and producers to meet and discuss new developments and exchange information about the GLF. In 2010 there were 50 attendees including academics, researchers from the public and private sectors, policymakers and students. The meeting featured several excellent research presentations based on GLF data which are shown in the table below. 

Table 3: Research presentations at the 2010 GLF User Meeting

	Speaker
	Institution
	Topic

	Isabelle Soerjomataram
	Erasmus MC and Harvard School of Public Health
	How long does it take to reduce inequalities in lung cancer incidence through smoking policies?

	Sunil Shah
	St George's University of London
	Socio-economic determinants of casualty and NHS Direct use

	Vanessa Gash

Martina Dieckhoff
	University of Manchester

WZB, Berlin    
	Unemployed and Alone: The Effects of Unemployment Experience and Social Participation across Europe

	Yaojun Li
	Institute for Social Change, University of Manchester
	Social mobility of minority ethnic groups in Britain (1972-2005) 

	Mike Smith
	Office for National Statistics
	The impact of question change on estimates of general health prevalence and healthy life expectancy


