
ESDS Government: Survey Usage Examples 

How is the General Household Survey used? 
 
Examples of some of the projects for which applications to use the GHS were made in 2008 
 
• Demand and capacity of public sector services  
Harvey Dodgson (King's College London – Management, Social Science and Public Policy)  
Data will be used for a series of papers describing and quantifying the growth in demand for a 
range of public sector services between 1951 and 2001/7.  
 
• Effects of smoking on cancer  
Dr Donald Maxwell Parkin (University of Oxford – CTSU, Department of Medicine) 
Statistics on prevalence of smoking in UK will be used to estimate the effects that changes in 
the last three decades will have had on time trends of several cancers.  
 
• Religion and urban restructuring  
Dr Richard Gale (University of Birmingham – Sociology)  
This project extends previous research on religious discrimination by looking at how religious 
groups and organisations respond to urban restructuring and economic liberalisation.  
 
• Obesity and mental wellbeing  
Dr Stephen Morris (Brunel University – HERG)  
The aim is to delineate the relationship between obesity and mental wellbeing. Obesity will be 
measured using the BMI variable in the HSE and mental wellbeing will be measured using 
GHQ-12 scores. The aim is to regress GHQ-12 scores at the individual level against 
individual BMI plus covariates.  
 
• Migration and Public Services  
Maria Latorre (Institute for Public Policy Research – Migration, Equalities and Citizenship) 
This project aims to assess the impact of immigration in public services in the UK.  
 
•  Children’s Wellbeing and Lone Parent Employment  
Dr Susan Harkness (University of Bath – Social Policy)  
Looking at the effect of lone parent employment and maternal mental health on a range of 
child mental health outcomes in 1999 and 2004.  
 
• Sociological research  
Professor Yaojun Li (University of Manchester – Institute for Social Change)  
Research on social mobility and social stratification, social and political capital, labour market 
position especially concerning the minority ethnic groups in Britain, and comparative research 
between the UK and other countries such as the US, China.  
 
• Wage Inequality in the UK and Germany  
Dr Johannes Giesecke  
This project aims at investigating the social structure of wage inequality in the UK and 
Germany.  
 
• Alcohol use  
Dr Nicola Fear (King's College London – Academic Centre for Defence Mental Health)  
To make age and gender adjusted comparisons on alcohol usage with a cross-sectional survey 
of military personnel.  
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•  Housing and life chances  
Ruth Lupton (Institute of Education – Educational Foundations and Policy Studies)  
An academic study of the relationship between housing and life chances.  
 
What publications are based on the GHS? 
 
• Shah, SM and Cook, DG, Socio-economic determinants of casualty and NHS Direct use 

JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 30 75 – 81, 2008  

• Frobisher, et al. Extent of smoking and age at initiation of smoking among adult survivors 
of childhood cancer in Britain JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE. 
100 1068 – 1081, 2008 

• Moller, V, Satisfied and dissatisfied South Africans: Results from the general household 
survey in international comparison SOCIAL INDICATORS RESEARCH 81 (2), 2007  

• Bambra, C and Pope, D, What are the effects of anti-discriminatory legislation on 
socioeconomic inequalities in the employment consequences of ill health and disability?  
JOURNAL OF EPIDEMIOLOGY AND COMMUNITY HEALTH. 61 421 – 426, 2007  

• Green, G, Todd, J and Pevalin, D, Biographical disruption associated with multiple 
sclerosis: Using propensity scoring to assess the impact SOCIAL SCIENCE & 
MEDICINE. 65 524 – 535, 2007  

• Grobler, C and Stuart, IC, Health care provider choice SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL OF 
ECONOMICS. 75 327 – 350, 2007  

• Gregg, P, Gutierrez-Domenech, M and Waldfogel, J, The employment of married mothers 
in Great Britain, 1974-2000 ECONOMICA. 74 842 – 864, 2007 

• Downward, P and Riordan, J, Social interactions and the demand for sport: An economic 
analysis CONTEMPORARY ECONOMIC POLICY. 25 518 – 537, 2007  

• Standerwick, K, Davies, C, Tucker, L and Sheron, N, Binge drinking, sexual behaviour 
and sexually transmitted infection in the UK INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF STD & 
AIDS. 18 810 – 813, 2007  

• Silles, MA, The returns to education for the United Kingdom JOURNAL OF APPLIED 
ECONOMICS. 10 391 – 413, 2007. 

 
More publications are located at: www.esds.ac.uk/government/citations/
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http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=6536
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=7083
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=7083
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3193
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3193
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3946
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3946
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3947
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3947
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=3948
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5170
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5170
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5171
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5171
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5367
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5367
http://farm.ccsr.ac.uk/cgi-bin/citations/esdsgovt/display.cgi?id=5368
http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/citations/

