Family Resources Survey

1. Some statistics on the use of the Family Resources Survey (FRS)

The Family Resources Survey was downloaded 1,084 times in 2010. 

Table 1: Number of datasets supplied to users by the Economic and Social Data Service at the UK Data Archive from January 2010 – December 2010 inclusive

	
	Total downloads*
	Nesstar activity

	Family Resources Survey
	1,084
	n/a

	Labour Force Survey/APS
	15,866
	10,994

	Living Costs and Food Survey/Expenditure and Food Survey
	1,059


	1,230

	Opinion Survey/ Omnibus Survey
	619
	476

	General Lifestyle Survey / GHS
	1,564
	1,534

	TOTAL
	20192
	14234


*2010  LFS figures include 855 downloads of the Annual Population Survey

2. How is the FRS used?

The projects listed in table 2 below exemplify some of the uses of the FRS in 2010. They are drawn from a longer list at http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/frs/usage/. The FRS is used by academics, policymakers, teachers and students for a multitude of purposes. 

Table 2: Examples of research uses of the FRS  in 2010

	Research theme
	Researcher
	Institution

	Professor Stephen McKay
	Wealth Inequality and Social Policy in Britain
	University of Birmingham

	Rapid Impact Assessment: Housing Benefit Cuts and the Private Rental Market
	Mr Alex Fenton
	University of Cambridge

	Poverty and Poverty Gap Profiling 
	Dr Martin Evans
	University of Oxford 

	Work-life balance and gendered pension inequality over the life course
	Dr Kendra Strauss
	University of Oxford 

	Understanding Society a comparison of income data with households below average income
	Richard Berthoud
	University of Essex 

	Children and young people's subjective well-being
	Dr Antonia Keung
	University of York

	Job Search Study Project 
	Dr Yuxin Li
	University of Warwick 


Recent publications based on the FRS

The FRS is regularly used in publications in high quality peer-reviewed journals often with international audiences. A selection of recent publications based on the FRS is given below:

Blackburn, C. M., Spencer, N. J. & Read, J. M. (2010). Prevalence of childhood disability and the characteristics and circumstances of disabled children in the UK: secondary analysis of the Family Resources Survey. BMC Pediatrics, 10:21.

Disney, R. Gatherhood., John, Henley, Andrew (2010). House price shocks, negative equity, and household consumption in the United Kingdom. Journal of the European Economic Association, 8(6), 1179-1207.

Hobbs, G. & Vignoles, A. (2010). Is children's free school meal 'eligibility' a good proxy for family income? British Educational Research Journal, 36(4), 673-690.

Magadi, M. (2010). Risk Factors for Severe Child Poverty in the UK. Journal of Social Policy, 39(2), 297-316.

Seidel, D., Richardson, K., Crilly, N., Matthews, F. E., Clarkson, J. P. & Brayne, C. (2010). Design for independent living: activity demands and capabilities of older people. Ageing & Society, 30(7), 1239-1255.

Other key outputs

The FRS user meeting is held annually and continues to provide a vibrant forum for data users and producers to meet and discuss new developments and exchange information about the FRS. In 2010, the 45 attendees included academics, researchers from the public and private sectors, policymakers and students. It featured several excellent research presentations based on FRS data which are shown in Table 3. 

Table 3: Research presentations at the 2010 FRS  user meeting

	Speaker
	Institution
	Topic

	Simon Clay
	Department for Work and Pensions
	FRS Related Results and Developments

	Graham Stark
	Virtual Worlds
	Modelling financial eligibility for Legal Aid

	Steve Mckay
	University of Birmingham
	Using the FRS to measure material deprivation

	Carolyn Snell
	University of York
	Water Affordability in England and Wales

	Heather Robinson and Jonathan Evans
	Department for Work and Pensions
	Use of FRS data to understand pensioner incomes and deprivation


