Living Costs and Food Survey (Formerly Expenditure and Food Survey)

1. Some statistics on the use of the Living Costs and Food Survey (LCFS)

In 2010 there were 1,059 downloads of the Living Costs and Food Survey/ Expenditure and Food Survey datasets. A further 1230 uses of the Nesstar system were recorded for the same period, which demonstrates its continuing importance to researchers in the UK.
Table 1: Number of datasets supplied to users by the Economic and Social Data Service at the UK Data Archive from January 2010 – December 2010 inclusive

	
	Total downloads*
	Nesstar activity

	Living Costs and Food Survey/Expenditure and Food Survey
	1,059


	1,230

	Labour Force Survey/APS
	15,866
	10,994

	Family Resources Survey
	1,084
	n/a

	Opinion Survey/ Omnibus Survey
	619
	476

	General Lifestyle Survey / GHS
	1,564
	1,534

	TOTAL
	20192
	14234


*2010  LFS figures include 855 downloads of the Annual Population Survey

2. How is the LCFS used?

The projects listed in table 2 below exemplify some of the uses of the LCFS in 2010. They are drawn from a longer list at http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/efs/usage/. The LCFS is used by academics, policymakers, teachers and students for a multitude of purposes. 

Table 2: Examples of research uses of the EFS in 2010

	Research theme
	Researcher
	Institution

	Relocation of Public Sector Workers in the UK
	Dr Giulia Faggio
	London School of Economics and Political Science 

	Time, income and carbon 
	Professor Ian Gough
	London School of Economics and Political Science

	Comparison of nutritional intake in England and Scotland and affect on mortality 
	Mr Peter Scarborough 
	University of Oxford – Department of Public Health

	ESRC Welfare Markets and Personal Risk Management in England and Scotland 
	Dr Alison Koslowski
	University of Edinburgh – Social Policy

	Investigation of low earners
	Mr Matthew Whittaker
	Resolution Foundation

	Estimation of rebound effects 
	Dr  Steve Sorrell
	University of Sussex – Science and Technology Policy Research


Recent publications based on the LCF

The LCFS is regularly used in publications in high quality peer-reviewed journals often with international audiences. A selection of recent publications based on the LCFS is given below:
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