SOC 2000

1. ONS revised SOC 1990 (see below) and published SOC 2000 in June 2000.

2. There is no direct relationship between SOC 1990 and SOC 2000.  The equivalent of the component codes associated with SOC 1990 was not devised for SOC 2000.  ONS has produced OOSS User Guide 22 to show the complexity of the relationship between SOC 1990 and SOC 2000 as revealed by analysis of three dual-coded data sets.  The tables in this user guide do not provide a mechanism for moving from one classification to the other.  OOSS User Guide 22 can be obtained from the Occupational Information Unit, ONS.

3. More information on SOC 2000 can be found on this web page:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/ns_sec/soc2000.asp
SOC90, CO80 and CODOT

1. The Standard Occupational Classification was first published in 1990 to replace the Classification of Occupations 1980 (CO80) and the Classification of Occupations and Directory of Occupational Titles (CODOT). We now call the first SOC, SOC 1990. 

2. There is no direct relationship between CO80 and SOC90.  A separate coding frame was designed, the 480 component codes, that provided a mechanism to reach CO80 or SOC90 through different aggregations of these codes. The component codes were used in the coding of the 1991 Census of Population, but were not used in the tabular output. Those data sources that used the 480 component codes could produce output on both CO80 and SOC90. ONS has an ONS Occupational Support Service User Guide that shows the fractured relationship between CO80 and SOC 1990. This is OOSS User Guide 02, which can be obtained from the Occupational Information Unit, ONS.  
KOS

1. The 'List of Key Occupations for Statistical Purposes' (KOS) appeared in volume 1, pages 89 to 103, of CODOT which was published in 1972. The Department of Employment designed KOS but did not give the classification a numbering system. The designers did identify 18 Groups, which were listed with Roman numerals, but they did not assign numbers to the detailed groups under these 18. So all users of KOS assigned their own numbering system leading to much confusion down the years. If the simplest set of numbers is assigned to the detailed KOS groups the range starts at 001 and ends at 404.

2. When the Office of Population Censuses and Surveys was developing CO80, Condensed KOS was devised by the Department of Employment to provide a bridge between CO80 and KOS.  There are 161 Condensed KOS headings that form this bridge.

3. There is no direct mapping of KOS Groups to SOC 1990 Major groups, or Condensed KOS headings to SOC 1990 Major groups.
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Further queries should be directed to occupation.information@ons.gov.uk or 01329 444970.

