Usual Residence in the early LFS datasets 1975-1991

Problems
1 For 1975, 1977 and 1979 there was no coding (value labels) for the 2 region variables
Remedy
From the documentation the codes were found and syntax compiled.

2 In general the geographical breakdown is by region down to metropolitan areas. Yet in the datasets there is a variable for a regional only breakdown, but only in a few years does this variable have labels attached to it. 
Remedy
Since this variable may be useful for analysis by larger areas, from documentation the labels were added.

3 For years 1983-85 there is no Scotland breakdown. Also, in 1989 for Scotland the regions changed from Clydeside to Strathclyde. While more recent years have both geographies on the data, earlier years do not.
Remedy
To recode into a Scotland only variable, so that analysis can be still be carried out with the region variable with breakdown of metropolitan areas.
4 For London and the South East there is an inconsistency of how is it is broken down, meaning that comparative analysis would not be possible.
Remedy
1. At the region-level aggregate into ‘South East’, from 1983 there is no further breakdown anyway.

2. At region down to metropolitan areas to add in a variable that groups up London and South East into ‘South East’; and for years 1983 it is possible to also have a variable for London ‘GLC inner/outer’.
New variables created
For regions:

regn_agg - variable that groups up London and South East into ‘South 
East’

For regions (with Metropolitan breakdown):

reg_met1 - variable that groups London and South East into ‘South East’

reg_met2 - variable that groups ‘Central Clydeside’ and the ‘Rest of 
Scotland’ into ‘Scotland’

reg_met3 - variable that groups both South East and Scotland

from 1983 additional 2 variables:

reg_met4 - variable that groups London areas into ‘GLC inner/outer’
reg_met5 - variable that groups London areas into ‘GLC inner/outer’ and groups ‘Central Clydeside’ and the ‘Rest of Scotland’ into ‘Scotland’
NOTE: All codes a harmonised in order that more than 1 year of LFS data can be analysed and the codes are also harmonised with the codes for URESMC – Region of usual residence from Spring 1992 onwards.

