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Notes about 1995 GI-IS Teaching Data Set prepared by Helen Cooper and Sara Arbert

University of Surrey

The data file contains 5,939 aduhs and children, which is a 1 in 4 sample of the 1995/96 GHS
(larger file - ghs95,sav) There is also a smaller file (ghs95b.sav) containing about 1200 cases,
which M a 1 In 5 sample of GHS95.sav. Both data files contain the same 64 variables. The
ori:mal ONS hierarchical GHS files held in SIR were used to create these SPSS data files.

Sample Design and Sampling Error

Interviews were conducted between April 1995 and Much 1996 with each adult - defined as
aged 16 and over - in about 10,000 households, A responsible adult, usually the mother, was

asked questions about children under 16 llving in the household Intewiews were conducted
using CAPI - computer-assisted personal interviewing.

The GHS M a two stage national sample of mainland Britain, with a response rate of about 80%,
Addresses are selected from the Postcode Address File A multi-stage sample design results in
sampllng crlors [hat are almost always Iw:er than for an equivalent sample size selected by
simple ]andorn sampllng (SRS). Therefore, it may be misleading to use significance levels
c:dcu]ared on the basis of SRS The net effect of a more complex sample design IS the ratio of
the true sampl[ng error to that ca]cu!ated using the SRS formula, and IScalled the ckslgn effect

The SIZCof the cicslgn effect clcpcndi on the p;lrtlcular van;lble being analyscc] Some variables,
Jucll a~ hou~lng tenure, m-e affected more by clustcr[ng and have a highcl cic~lgn effect than
o[hcl v,lliab]c~, such a~ hcnl[h SM[US,wh]ch 11:1$a cle~lgn c[fcc[ close to 1 00 Dc\lgn effec[s are
p~r]()(l[~iill~compu[ecl by ONS ancl publ]$hecl In the GHS annu,ll rcport$

Level of nnalysis

In lhc GHS mos[ ~’arl:~blcs :Ire tI[ [he lndlvldual Icvcl, but othelj are al the household or family
unit Icvcl Household varlab]es, such as TENURE, VIDEO ancl PHONE have been attached to
each incilv]clu:d In the household The values on these household vm Iables If III, of course, be the
sanlc for caclI membe[ of the hou~ehold

Sonic vm Iables Iefer to the Head of Household} who 1$defined by the GHS OJ the person who
ofvn~ the plopctty or is Icsponslble for the rent Where a m:u[led couple Jointly o~vrdrent the

piopetty, (he husband IS always defined by the GHS as the Head of Household Var]ables
tcla[lng to the He:ld of Household Inc]ude EDLEVHH2, HOHECSTA, HOHSCLE, HOHSEX,
HOHX ancl HOHFTPTE

A numbci of fanllly unlrs may live in the same houjeho]cl. A fimllly unit may consist of a
hu~b,~nd ancl wife (or coh:lbi[ees) and their children, p[ovided the chlldrcn arc unmarried or
have no childlen of [heir own A family Llnit III:Iy be a lone p:~rent wl[h unrnarrleci children.
Valiables rclotlng to the family unit Include CHNLT5 and FUT



For further details about the variables refer to the appendices and the CAPI ]ntewiew schedule

In the back of the annual report - Rowlmds er al. (1997) Living in Bnta]n: Results from
General Household Survey 1995, London: HYISO.

,, Missing Values

In the SPSS data file and in the Codebook certain categories of vti~blej art defined as
MISSING, e.g. category 9, -8 or -9 or sjstem rnkng. During an SPSS procedure the missing
categories will be excluded from the armlysis by default.

Valid Cases

Some variables in the data set will appear to h~ve a large number of missing \ alues These may
be because of refusols to answer particulw questions, e.g. on income. Other ques[lons are only
asked of specific subgroups of the sample, e g the education questions are only asked where the
respondent is uncler 70. Information about use of contraceptive methods (e.: CCMAINM1) and
number of Ilve born children (CHLIVBN 1) 1sonly asked of women aged under 50 and under 60
respectively.

Continuous Variables

Some vii~lilbl~s ]n the GHS cont:]ln a Iiirge number of answer categories J\ ’here these are at the
Inter\Jal Ievcl of nw,isurenwn[ (c g a,gc), they have been left in this fornl in [he SPSS system
Illcs However, for cii\~ of rc~crcnce III the Codcbook, these ‘con[!nuous’ \ :m.]ble~ have been
t~[npo[ii~ily rccodccl Into grouped v;illlc~ [o show the apploxlnlate f]equcnclei 1[is Important to
remember that the value$ In the CodebooL fo[ ‘co(~[tnuou$’variables art no[ ]ncluded In the
SPSS file The ml~~ing valuts ciit~~or) for ‘continuous’ vanubles ]s a~ she\\ n In the Codebook
(cl[her -801 -9) The follo~vlng vtlll,lble$ h,lvc been left In thclr con[lnuous fo[nl In [he SPSS
(li~ti~1-[1~i\IId tcmpol i)rlly rccodcd IIIth~ Cod~book, AGE, WORKHRS, RESLEN :mclHOHX

The 1995 GHS Tci~~h(ng Datn Set h:l~ been prepared solely for the purposes of teaching and
siudcnt u~c Most of the names of vaI lables and value l;ibelj ale those used In the o[iginal GHS
fIlcs However, some Y’:UIablcs have been recoded for ea~c of u~e and ma} v,u-y from the
o]tglnnl GHS d,lt:l

In[ol nMtIOII nbout obtain]ng [he GHS to use for tcse:uch purposes and cople$ of access and
unclert:lkln~ fol nls ale ~~’ii]l;]blefrom the Data Arch] kc, Univclsity of Esse~, \Vivenhoe Park,
Colchestc[, CO-I 3SQ \Ve are gr;itefu] to [he D,I[:I A[chtvc fo[ ol]g]nolly supp]ylng the GHS
d,~t;~and to the ONS for pcrn~lsslon to use the GHS

Sma A1bc[ and Helen Cooper, Depanmen[ of SocIolo:y, University of Surrey, Guildford,
Surrey GU2 5XH
October 1997



GENEIWL HOI-’SEHOLDSURVEY 1995 CODEBOOK

VARIABLE NAME

HOUSEHOLD RECORD
NPERSONS
NADULTS
TYPACCM
VIDEO
FREEZER
WASHMACH
DRIER
DISHWASH
MICRO}WE
PHONE
CDPLYER
COMPUTER
CENTHEAT
BEDSTNDB

HHTYPF1
EDLEVHH2
HOHECSTA
HOH17PTE
HOHSCLE
HOHSEX
HOI-IX
NOCARS
NDEPCHLD
KTVS
ANYBEN92

REGION
TENURE
HCNO\V

F-AMILYUNITRECORD
FUT
CHNLT5
DPCHOAS

PERSON
AGE
SEX
RELTOHOH
blARSTAT
ORIGIN
COB

DESCRIPTION

TOT.\L NUMBER OF PERSONS IN HH
NUhlBER OF ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD
ACCO\l>lODATION TYPE
\\’HETHER HH HAS VIDEO RECORDER
W’HETHERHH HAS FREEZER
\\rHETHER HH HAS WASHING MACHINE
\VHETHERHH HAS TUMBLE DRIER
\\’HETHER HH HAS DISWASHER
W’HETHERHH HAS MICROWAVE OVEN
\VHETHER HH HAS TELEPHONE
\VHETHERHH HAS CD PLAYER
\\’HETHER HH HAS HOME COMPUTER
\\’HETHER HH HAS CENTRAL HEATING
BEDROO\l STANDARD (EXC COOKING
BEDROO\iS)
HOLISEHOLD TYPE
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF HOH
ECOYO\lIC STATUS OF HOH LAST WEEK
\\’1-lETHERHOH \VORKS IT OR PT
SOCI+L CLASS OF HOH
SEA OF HOH
USUAL GROSS WEEKLY INCOLME OF HOH
h’U~lBEROF CARS IN HOUSEHOLD
hU\l BER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN IN HH
hUhl BER OF TVS IN HOUSEHOLD
RECEIPT OF ANY BENEFIT BY
HOH/PARTNER
l<EGIO\
HOUSlhG TENURE
IF HI-!CONTAINS INFORMAL CARER

FAhllL}’ UNIT T}’PE
\VHETHERCHILDREN <5 YRS IN FAMILY
NUJIBER OF OWN DEPENDENT CHILDREN

AGE li }’EARS
SEX
RELATIO.XSIHIPTO HOH
hlAR1-I_ALSTATUS
ETH\lC ORIGIN
COUNTRY OF BIRTH

PAGE
NUMBER

1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4

5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
8
8

8
9
9

9
10
10

10
11
11
11
12
12



RESLEN
SEGEAD
SOCLASE
CCMAINM 1
CHBNBM 1
CHLIVBNI
WKSTATE
ECSTAA
NEMPEST

WORKHRS
JOBTIME
OCCPEN

PERSPENS
GEINIY32

GID92

EDLEV
TEA
LONGILL

RADYS
GENHLTH
DOCTALK
OP3MTHS

INPIYR

TEETH
DNTSTWHN
CHVLSWHY
MEDINS

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE
SEG OF ADULTS
SOC1.+LCLASS OF INDIVIDUAL
h[\INCONTRACEPTIVE METHODS
AGEOFMOTHERWHEN HAD1= CHILD
NUMBEROFLIVEBORN CHILDREN
IFIVORKS~PT& ECONOMIC STATUS
ECOXO\lICSTATUS LASTWEEK
NUMBEROFEMPLOYEES AT
ESTABLISHMENT
HOURSUSUALLY WORKEDEACH WEEK
TIMEINPRESENT JOB
EhlPLOYEE-MEMBER OFEMPLOYERS
PENSIONSCHEME
\\’HETHER HAS PERSONAL PENSION
GROSS }J%EKLYEARNINGS GROUPED-
IND1\’lDUAL
GROSS \\’EEKLYINCOlvlE GROUPED-
IA’DI\’lDUAL
H1GHESTEDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
TERkllNAL AGE OF EDUCATION
LI\llTISG OR NON-LIMITING
LONGSTANDING ILLNESS
NUhlBER OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY DAYS
HEALTH ON WHOLE IN LAST 12 MONTHS
JVHETHER CONSULTED DOCTOR
NUAIBER OF OUTPATIENT VISITS IN 3
N1OXTHS
NUAIBER OF INPATIENT STAYS IN LAST
I-EAR
\\’HETHERHAS OWN (NATURAL) TEETH
V’HETHER VISITS DENTIST REGULARLY
\\’HYCHILD VISITS DENTIST
\\rHET1-lERCOVERED BY MEDICAL
INSURANCE

13
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
16

17
17
17

18
18

18

19
19
20

20
20
21
21

21

22
22

22
23

,



Vanable Name. NPERSONS

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLD

Valld 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Non missing count:

Frequency
703

1698
1104
1512
665
198
42

8

L

5939

Variable Name: NADULTS

NUMBER OF ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD

Percent
11.8
28.6
18.6
25.5
11.2
3.3

.7

.1

.2
100.0

Vahd
Percent

118
28.6
18.6
25.5
11.2
3.3

.7

.1

.2
100.0

Cumulatwe
Percent

118
404
59.0
845
95.7
99.0
99.7
99.8

100.0

Frequency
Valld 1 1021

2 3519
3 925
4 385
5 70
6 12
7 7
Total 5939

Non missing count 5939

Vanable Name TYPACCM

ACCOMMODATION TYPE

Valid 1 HOUSE DETACHED
2 HOUSE SEMI
3 HOUSE TERRACED
4 PB FLAT LIFT
5 PB.FLAT NO LIFT
6 PART LIFT
7 PART NO LIFT
8 WITH BUS PREMS
9 CARAVAN OR HBOA1
10 OTHER

Non mlsslng count

Percent
172
593
156
6.5
1.2

.2

A

Freauencv
1429
2029
1682
225
417

28
91
25
11
2

5939

5939

Valld
Percent

17.2
59.3
15.6

65
12

.2
1

100.0

Percent
24.1
34.2
28.3

3.8
7.0

5
1.5

4
2
0

1000

Cumulahve
Percent

17.2
76.4
92.0
98.5
99.7
99.9

1000

Valld
Percent

241
342
28.3

3.8
70

.5
1.5
.4
.2
.0

1000

Cumulatwe
Percent

24.1
58.2
865
90.3
97.4
97.8
994
998

100.0
100,0

1
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I
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I
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1

I
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I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
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PERSPENS

WHETHER HAS PERSONAL PENSION SCHEME

Valid Cumulative
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Valid 1 Yes I 554 I 9.3 16.7 16.7

Variable name: GE1ND92

GROSS WEEKLY EARNINGS GROUPED - INDIVIDUAL

FreQUenCY

Valid O Nil 1889
1 0.01-50.00 230
2 50.01-100.00 274

3 100.01-150.00 214

4 150.01-200.00 269

5 200.01-250.00 264

6 250.01-300.00 197

7 300.01-35000 153

8 350.01 or more 563

Missing -9 1886

Total 5939

Percent
31.8

3.9
4.6
3.6
4.5
4,4
3.3
2.6
9.5

31.8

m

Variable name: GID92

GROSS WEEKLY INCOME GROUPED -INDIVIDUAL

Frequency Percent

Valid O Nil 126 I 2.1

1 0.01-50.00 727 12.2

2 50.01-100.00 837 14.1

3 100.01-150.00 569 9,6

4 150.01-200.00 395 6.7

5 200.01-250.00 352 5.9

6 250.01-300.00 285 4.8

7 300.01-350.00 175 2.9

8 350.01 or more “701 11.8

Missing -9 1772 29.8

Total 5f339 100.0

JMd3MY_
46.6 46.6

5.7

6.8

5.3

6.6

6.5

4.9

3.8

13.9

52.3
59.0
64.3
71.0
77.5
82.3
86.1

1000

Valid / Cumulative

Percent

3.0

17.4

201

13.7

95

8.4

6.8

4.2

16.8

I

Percent
3.0

20.5
40.6
54.2
63.7
72,1
79.0
83.2

100,0



Variable name: EDLEV

HIGHEST EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION

Valid 1 HIGHER DEGREE
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FIRST DEGREE
TEACHING QUAL
OTH HIGHER QUAL
NURSING QUAL
GCE A LEVEL 2+
GCE A LEVEL 1
GCSE&OLV5+,SGl-2
GCSE&OLVl-4,CM Q

10 GcsE&oLvl-4,NocQ
11 COMM Q,NO O LEVS
12 CSE GRD 2-5
13 APPRENTICESHIP
15 FOREIGN QUALS
16 OTHER QUALS
17 NO QUALS

Mlsslnq -9

Non missing count
Remarks

Variable name: TEA

TERMINAL AGE OF EDUCATION

Valid 1 Under 15 years
2 16 years
3 17 years
4 18 years
5 19 years
620 years
7 21 years
8 22 years
9 23 years
10 24 years
1125-29 years
12 30-39 years
13 40 + years
14 ~ student

Mlsslng -9,00

Von missing count,
<emarks:

Frequency
53

335
65

239
73

161
284
461

73
316
148
117

92
61
31

1102
2328
5939

3611

Percent
.9

5.6
1.1
4.0
12
2.7
4.8
7.8
1.2
5.3
2.5
20
1.5
1.0

.5
18.6
392

~

Valld
Percent

1.5
9.3
1.8
6.6
2.0
4.5
7.9

128
2.0
8.8
4.1
3.2
25
1.7

.9
305

Cumulative
Percent

1.5
107
12.5
192
212
256
335
46.3
48.3
57.0
611
64.4
66.9
686
695

100.0

Freuuencv
1260
1039
325
272

90
87

166
145

72
50
96
66
36

249
1986
5939

3950

Asked only If respondent under 70 yrs

Percent
21.2
17.5

5.5
4.6
15
15
28
24
1.2

.8
1.6
11

.6
4.2

33.4
1000

Valid
Percent

31.9
26.3

82
69
2.3
22
4.2
3.7
1.8
13
2.4
17
.9

6.3

Cumulative
Percent

31.9
58.2
66.4
73.3
75.5
77.7
81.9
85.6
87.4
88.7
91.1
92.8
93.7

1000

Asked only if respondent under 70 years

19



Vanable name” LONGILL

IF LIMITING OR NON-LIMITING LONG-STANDING ILLNESS

Valid Cumulatwe
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Valid 1 LIMITING ILLNESS 1146 19.3 195 19.5
2 NON-LIMITING ILLNES! 696 11.7 11.8 314
3 NO LONG ILLNESS 4033 67.9 68.6 100.0

Mrsslng -9 64 11
Tota I 5939 100.0

Non missing count: 5875

Variable name: RADYS

NUMBER OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY DAYS IN LAST TWO WEEKS

This IS a continuous variable, categories shown below are only to show the distribution
of the response, but the data Itself-ls NOT regrouped.

Valld O None
1 1-2 days
2 3-6 days
3 7 days
4 8-13 days
5 14 days

Missing -900

Freauencv
4992

213
216

94
56

302

2

Percent
84.1

36
36
16

.9
51
11

Valid
Percent

85.0
3.6
3.7
1.6
1.0
5.1

Cumulative
Percent

85.0
88.6
92.3
939
94.9

100.0

Non mlsslng count 5873
Remarks ‘Restricted activity’ when forced to cut down

on usual achwties due to Illness or injury

Variable name, GENHLTH

HEALTH ON THE WHOLE IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS

Valld 1 Good
2 Fairly good
3 Not good

Mwmg -9

Frequency
2611
1093

568
1667

Percent
44.0
184

96
28.1

Valld
Percent

61.1
256
13.3

Cumulative
Percent

61.1
86.7

100.0

Non mlsslng count. 4272
Remarks: Does not include children under 16 years
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Variable name” DOCTALK

WHETHER CONSULTED DOCTOR IN LAST TWO WEEKS (EXC. HOSPITAL)
4

Valid Cumulative
FrequencV Percent Percent Percent

Valid 1 Yes 977 16.5 16.5 16.5
2 No 4951 83.4 83.5 100.0

Missing -9 11 .2
Total 5939 100,0

Non missing count: 5928
Remarks: Includes telephone consultations

Variable name: 0P3MTHS

NUMBER OF OUTPATIENT VISITS IN LAST THREE MONTHS

This is a derived variable

Valld 1 No vlslt
2 Once
3 Twice
4 Three or more

Missing -9

+
483 8.1
160 27
153 26

13 .2

Valld
Percent

86.6
8.2
2,7
26

Cumulatwe
Percent

86.6
94.7
97.4

100.0

Total 5939 I 1000 I

Variable name: INPIYR

NUMBER OF SEPARATE INPATIENT STAYS IN LAST YEAR

This IS a derived variable.

Valid 1 No stay
2 Once
3 Twice
4 Three or more

Mlsslng -9
Total -

+

--L
407 69

76 13
45 .8
12 .2

5939 1000

Valld Cumulative
Percent Percent

91.1 91.1
6.9 98.0
1.3 99.2

,8 1000
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Vanable name: TEETH

WHETHER HAS OWN (NATURAL) TEETH

Valid Cumulatwe
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Valid 1 Yes, own teeth 3928 66.1 84.9 84.9
2 No teeth 700 11.8 15.1 1000

Missing -9 1311 22.1
Tdal 5939 100.0

Non missing count: 4628
Remarks: Excludes children aged under 16 years

Variable name: DNTSTWHN

WHETHER VISITS DENTIST REGULARLY

Valid Cumulatwe
Frecluencv Percent Percent Percent

Valld 1 Regular checkup 2108 355 537 537
2 Occasional check 514 87 131 668
3 Having trouble 1134 191 28,9 95,7
4 Never go dentist 170 2.9 43 100.0

Missing -9 2013 33.9
Total 5939 1000

Non mlsslng count 3926
Remarks Asked only if have own teeth and over

16 years of age.

Variable name: CHVLSWHY

WHY CHILD VISITS DENTIST

Valid Cumulahve
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Valid 100 Having trouble 133 2.2 12,7 12.7
200 Regular checkup 823 13.9 788 91.5
300 To get used to d 81 14 7.8 99.2
400 Other 8 .1 .8 100.0

Mlsslng -9,00 4894 82.4
Total 5939 1000

Non missing count: 1045
Remarks” Excludes adults aged 16 and over
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b

Variable name” MEDINS

WHETHER COVERED BY PRIVATE MEDICAL INSURANCE

[

1

Non missing count. 4273
Remarks. Includes BUPA, PPP or WPA

Excludes insurance for holidays abroad.

Valid Cumulatwe
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Valld 1 Yes 472 7.9 11.0 11.0
2 No 3801 64.0 89.0 100.0

Mlsslng -9 1666 28.1
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